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Early Detection of New Plant Invaders

Develop committed network of
weed watchers to

Look for new plant invaders
ﬁ Share information

Reduce or prevent establishment of
i new invaders, including aguatic weeds



Methods

= Publications

= Workshops

= Weed Watch Days ;
= Various locations across Montana

/S

Target audiences
- Weed coordinators | ) g
« Extension agents

« Agencies

* Volunteer/

special interest groups
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P u b | I C at I O n S Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriopliylinm spicatum L.)
Identification: Furasian waternmlfoil (hereafter referred to as EWM) 15 a

submersed aquatic plant. Leaves are whorled in groups of four and each
leaf consists of 14 or more paired leaflets. While flowering may be
prolific, germination 15 rare and most reproduction 15 asexual from root
crown buds and stem fragments. This plant can be difficult to distnguish
from two native milfoils. Refer to the Extension bulletin in the hink below
for more mformation.
Impacts: EWM forms dense tangled beds that can displace submersed
native plant commumities, impact recreation clog agricultural and
drinking water supplies, and negatively impact fish and wildlife.
T ealomizes rivers, lakes and other water bodies. It can
- ~rrents and wave action facilitate

Jptinum depth ranges from 3 to 13

4 feet deep if the water 15 very clear.
Joxon Feservoir m 2007, In 2010 [Jmn Halpap).
{ditional counties (Table 1).

Monthly
Weed

Spread; Plants spread through stem fragmentation. Water
recreation (primanly boats and boat trailers) is the
predominant vector of long distance dispersal.
Management priorities: EWM i3 a prionity 1B noxious
weed in Montana After prevention early detection and
immediate action to contain and eradicate infestations are
the most impertant management actions for EWM. For
more information on identification as well as management
options see “Blology. Ecelogy, and Management of
Eurasian Watermilfoil " EB193.
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Workshops and Weed Watch Days
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Participants

= 210 workshop participants
= ~280 Monthly Post participants
= 20+ different entities

Ty ;“' i o ,"'-*‘{( Y Y 9

s bR "‘ U.S. EPA MT-Dept. Agriculture
P P W | USDA-ARS MT-Dept. Environmental
Quality
USDA-FS MT-Dept. Natural Resource
Conservation
USDA-NRCS MT-Dept. Transportation
USDI-BLM MT-Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks
USDI-NPS County Weed Districts
U.S. FWS County Extension Agents
U.S. Army Corps Engineers | Tribes
The Nature Conservancy Native Plant Society
Private businesses Ranchers




Lessons Learned Thus Far. . .

= Utilize the “locals”

= Events are fun, easy to organize, and
Important for education

= Organize, organize, organize!
= Motivating weed watcher network iIs
challenging

* Monthly Weed Post
* Follow-up contact
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Questions

Jane Mangold
994-5513
jane.mangold@montana.edu
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